
 

S O N I A  S O T O M A Y O R  

E L E M E N T A R Y  

El NOTICIERO  
M A R C H  2 0 1 8   

Feb 26-March 2 

Carnival Week and 

Read Across America 

Week 

March 1 

Carnival Parent Event 

6:00pm-7:30pm 

March 6 

Girls on the Run Begins 

March 11 

Daylight Savings Time 

March 14 

4th Grade Field Trip to 

Water Festival at USF 

8:20am-12:20pm 

March 15 

2nd Grade Music Con-

cert—1:45pm and 

7:00pm 

March 16 

Dress Up Day—Wear 

Green! 

March 18 

PTO/PASI Meeting 

6:30pm—Library 

March 23 

End of Third Quarter 

Leadership Team Meet-

ing—7:40am—Library 

5th Grade Field Trip to 

EROS 9:15-1:30 

March 30-April 3 

No School 

 

 

Greetings Sonia Sotomayor Families!  

 

February proved to be another busy month full of wonderful learning opportunities for 

our students.  

 

To truly learn a language, you must also understand the culture from which the language 

comes.  In her article, Blurring the Line between Language and Culture, Professor of lan-

guages and translation, Fatiha Guessabi, shared the following, “Learning a language, is 

not only learning the alphabet, the meaning, the grammar rules and the arrangement of 

words, but it is also learning the behavior of the society and its cultural customs. Thus; 

language teaching should always contain some explicit reference to the culture, the 

whole from which the particular language is extracted.” We couldn’t agree more. 

 

This past month we spent time teaching and learning about the week-long celebration of 

‘Carnival’ in which many different Spanish speaking communities participate. We learned 

that Carnival is celebrated for a many different reasons from religious significance to the 

end of a season. We also learned that regions from the same country celebrate in com-

pletely different ways.  The beauty of having staff from 13 different Spanish speaking 

countries is that we all learned a wide variety of traditions!  

 

Our first ‘Carnival’ celebration on the evening of March 1st far exceeded our expectations! 

We thank each of you for bringing your family to enjoy traditional songs and dances, 

crafts, and sweet treats. Our school was packed! Many commented that it was just like a 

traditional Carnival celebration with packed streets, lots of music, food and fun! We 

thank you for your support and the wonderful feedback that has been shared regarding 

this event. We are excited to make this an annual event (with some minor improve-

ments) each year!  

 

Thank you for your continued support of our students, staff and school!  

 

 Grateful to serve as your principal, Tracy Vik 



School Safety 

By Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 

 

 No matter your political affiliation or your interpretation of the U.S. Constitution 

and its Amendments, we can all agree that the tragic school shooting in Parkland, FL and 

all others before it, have changed what was once considered a “normal” day in our 

nation’s schools.  Playground behavior and student attendance will always remain high 

on our list of challenges, but student and staff safety crept to the top spots years ago. 

 For nearly a decade now, the Sioux Falls School District has been actively 

reviewing, revising and practicing its safety plans under the watchful eye of an onsite Risk Manager and 

our partners with the Sioux Falls Police Department.  Walk-throughs are done annually at each building 

to review placement for security cameras to eliminate possible trouble spots.  Each school identifies a 

team of highly-trained staff to assist with practice drills and safety exercises.  Resources are available at 

each school to aid in responding to a real emergency. 

 Let me just validate that it is reasonable for you, as parents and community members, to ask 

about the plans your schools have in place.  Some have asked to see our plans.  However, making those 

plans available to even one person makes every student and staff member vulnerable.   

What I can share with you is that these plans are crafted, revised, and reviewed regularly by a 2-

Star Retired Major General of the US Army.  Robert Bray’s military uniform has rows of ribbons to mark 

his accomplishments.  In his civilian clothes, we are incredibly lucky to have him serving as the District’s 

Risk Manager in charge of coordinating all emergency response protocol.  Ret. MG Bray is quick to note 

that simple, but early interventions - such as people speaking-up when they have a concern - are the 

best prevention.  “See Something, Say Something” is a phrase we repeat often as a reminder of the 

responsibility each of us have in keeping our schools safe. 

 It is certainly a “new day” in our nation.  Students, parents, staff members, lawmakers, and 

other influential people are having important conversations about how schools can be safer.  The Florida 

tragedy is sparking student activism to the extent that we have not seen in recent years.  Through it all, 

your public schools will continue to teach the basic freedoms assured to each of us by the writers of the 

U.S. Constitution more than 200 years ago. 

 Words and actions that remain respectful are the only way to move our country forward.  

 



 



Congratulations  
to the following 

Sonia Sotomayor Elementary  

 teachers for being nominated for the  

30th Annual Dr. John W. Harris  

Teacher of the Year Award 

Lucas Bartolome  

Leonardo Bohorquez 

Jennifer Castello 

Vanessa Graning 

Bobbi Greenfield 

Christine Griebel 

Esperanza Langle 

Leticia Miranda 

Daniela Moscoso 

Victor Naranjo 

Maria Nei 

Lorena Pantoja 

Lymari Robles 

Yenny Ruiz 

Stacy Sip 





Fifth grade students had the opportunity to 
submit a poster drawing for Arbor Day. 

They had to include the phrase, "Trees are 
terrific..." We had a few students turn in a 
poster. Sophia G. from 502 won the school 
contest. All posters were sent to Pierre to 

be included in the 2018 Arbor Day celebra-
tion. Thank you to all who participated and 

Check out our school website! 

www.sotomayor-sfsd.org 



January Perfect 

Attendance  

 

    Kinder  Samantha Daly  

    1st Grade  Jakob Jal  

    2nd Grade  Maddox Jensen 

    3rd Grade  Jack Shockman  

    4th Grade  Elizabeth Olesen  

    5th Grade  Hudson Weber   

 

 502 & 304 had the highest percentages of class attendance! 





This is Claire M from 501 with a cer-

tificate stating she won the SD Miss-

ing Children's Day poster contest. 

Her poster is being sent to Washing-

ton D.C. for the National Missing 

Children's Day poster contest. We 

find out the results in April. Good 

luck , Claire. 



Gracias Sonia Sotomayor 

Thank you from the Leadership 
Team for bringing in so many soup 
cans. We collected 1,112 cans. We 

gave soup to Caminando Juntos and 
Feeding South Dakota. Thank you 

for helping support this fundraiser to 
help others in our community.  

 

 

Orchestra News 
 
*5th grade Orchestra students will participate in a large orchestra 
festival at Edison! They will even get a chance to perform with Edi-
son's TOP orchestra group! This will be on March 27- rehearsal 
from 4:00-4:45 in the Edison gym and the concert that evening at 
7:00. Between 4:45 and 7:00 you have time to get dinner and ready 
for the concert! It will be AMAZING! Your 5th grade orchestra stu-
dent will be bringing home a note with more information for you as 
well. 
 
*4th and 5th grade orchestra students- Our spring concert will be 
on April 10 in the Sonia S. gym. 4th grade performs at 6:15 and 5th 
grade performs at 6:45. It is going to be AWESOME! Our orchestra 
students here are some of the VERY best! A note will be coming 
home with your student about this well. 
 



1 Aida Cortes             JA Our Families Cristina Diaz U.S. Bank 

1 Aida Cortes             JA Our Families Teresa Wrich First Bank & Trust 

1 Eliana Gutierrez      JA Our Families Lynn Boyd MetaBank 

1 Silvana Osorio         JA Our Families Yvette Christion The First National Bank in Sioux Falls 

1 Wilfredo Petit         JA Our Families Cari Lee Eastman   

1 Maria Renteria       JA Our Families Gary Daly Daktronics, Inc. 

2 Vanessa Graning    JA Our Community Janice Sutera Junior Achievement of South Dakota 

2 Bobbi Greenfield    JA Our Community Emily Harris Siouxland Libraries 

2 Florencia Nievas     JA Our Community Jacob Hawk Sioux Empire Federal Credit Union 

2 Amanda Valbuena  JA Our Community Joseph Hogue Cutler Law Firm, LLP 

3 Lucas Bartolome-Gil                JA Our City Maria Cook Avera McKennan Hospital & University 

Health Center 
3 Elsa Flores              JA Our City Tony Nour First PREMIER Bank 

3 Daniela Moscoso    JA Our City Adrian Gomez First PREMIER Bank 

3 Karina San Martin   JA Our City Cari Lee Eastman   

4 Lorena Pantoja        JA Our Region Jessica Hutchinson Blend Interactive 

4 Lymari Robles         JA Our Region Cathy White Meta Payment Systems 

4 Valentina Wistuba  JA Our Region Diana Randall SDN Communications 

5 Leonardo Bohorquez                JA Our Nation Sella Borgum Sanford Health 

5 Leticia Miranda-

Blanco                
JA Our Nation Ashley Trankle Minnehaha County State's Attorney's 

Office 
5 Rodrigo Vasquez     JA Our Nation Mirna Gutierrez Wells Fargo Consumer Credit Solutions 

K Jennifer Castello Pa-

gan                
JA Ourselves Katie Mans HenkinSchultz, Inc. 

K Hilda Langle            JA Ourselves Jenni Scholla U.S. Math Recovery Council 

K Victor Naranja        JA Ourselves Amy Kleinschmit Credit Union Association of the Dakotas 

K Rachel Rivera-

Nemmers                
JA Ourselves Becky Neuharth   

K Yenny Ruiz-Pineda  JA Ourselves Katrina Kirchner Sammons Financial Group 

Junior Achievement (JA) gives students hope for a better future.  More than 2,200 JA classroom volunteers committed to teaching JA pro-
grams this school year.   The JA volunteers are empowering over 54,000 South Dakota students to achieve their dreams. 

 

JA volunteers are making it possible for students to learn about money, careers, and owning a business!  By sharing their personal and pro-
fessional experiences, JA volunteers guide students to make the connection between what they are learning in school and what they will 
need to succeed in work and life. 

 

Please extend a special thank you to the volunteers and teachers listed below who participated in JA during the 2017-18 school year.   Be-
cause of this teacher/JA volunteer partnership, students are a step closer in preparing themselves to become our future leaders.    

 

If you would be interested in sharing your knowledge and business experience with students in our community, or would like to sponsor a 
student for $25, please contact the JA office at (605)336-7318 or jasd@ja.org.  A Junior Achievement experience will leave you feeling proud, 
energized, and hopeful about a better future for our young people. 

 

Sioux Falls Junior Achievement Volunteers and Teachers for 2017-2018 

Sonia Sotomayor Elementary 

Grade     Teacher                                              JA Program                             JA Volunteer                                   Employer 

 

mailto:jasd@ja.org


Jeisyka Arila 

 

School:  WHS Senior 

Favorite Class:  Cooking 

Favorite Activity:  Swimming 

Future Plans:  STI for Law Enforcement 

 

Jacqueline Barrera 

 

School:  WHS Senior 

Favorite Class:  Math 

Favorite Activity:  Baseball 

Future Plans:  Undecided, possibly Law Enforce-

ment 

We would like to say a big thank you to our student mentors.  They have been coming in to several class-

rooms at Sonia Sotomayor during the week.  It was a positive experience for all involved! 



Megan Sotebeer 

 

School:  LHS Senior 

Favorite Class:  Sciences 

Favorite Activity:  Gym-

nastics 

Future Plans:  Creighton 

or NDSU for Pharmacy 

Comments:  “I really en-

joyed being at Sonia So-

tomayor!” 

Edy Basilio 

 

School:  WHS Senior 

Favorite Class:  Coming to SSE 

Favorite Activity:  hanging out 

Future Plans:  Undecided 





 

 
 

 
       
  

 
 
 
Your interest in your child’s education is important and appreciated.  We have excellent teachers at 
Sonia Sotomayor Elementary, and yet we recognize that there may be specific needs that you as a 
parent are aware of that may help us make an appropriate room placement for your child.   
Our goal is to assign children into classes that have a good balance of students with varying strengths 
and needs (for example:  we consider gender, achievement readiness, leadership skills, behaviors, social 
skills, and language skills).   
 
We will consider your input in developing class lists.  However, the final decision for student 
placement rests with school administration.   
 
Please fill out the form below and describe your child’s learning, social, emotional, and health related 
needs so that we can be determine where your child’s needs can best be met in the coming year.   
 
CHILD’S NAME:______________________________________ 
 
GRADE 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR (next year) _____________ 
 
Learning and Instructional needs:__________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Social Needs:___________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Emotional Needs: _______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Health Related Needs:____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
We work to meet the individual needs of each student and form balanced classrooms.  Specific 
teacher requests will not be a factor of consideration when making placement decisions. 
 
Deadline for submitting this parental input form:  _____April 30th, 2018__________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________   Date:__________________ 

 
 
 
     
         Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 
 

     
    Tracy Vik, Principal   

    Sonia Sotomayor Elementary 
    1510 S Lake Avenue  

    Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57105 
    Ph: (605) 367-4655 Fax: (605) 367-7372 
    "Relay Services for Hearing Impaired:  Dial 711, then the desired number" 

Parent Input Form 
CONFIDENTIAL- For Building Principal’s Use Only 
 



Happy (almost) Spring from the Library! 

 

So far this year, the Library has lost 51 books due 
to water bottles, pets, and being misplaced.  Please 
help reinforce responsible book care with your chil-
dren at home!   

 

A few tips:  

  

• Pack water bottles empty and fill them at school.  

• Keep books  in a consistent, safe place.  (I rec-
ommend their backpack!)  

• Pack a separate bag for snow gear. 

• Keep books out of the kitchen (and away from 
snacks). 

 

Thanks for helping us keep the Library books in tip-
top shape!  Have a great day! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Mrs. Egstad 



Birthday Book Donations 

 Eleanor Powell Dragones y Tacos 

Eleanor Powell The Berenstain Bears Go to School 

Eleanor Powell Un Beso en Mi Mano 

Leticia Aloe Amelia Bedelia Means Business 

Leticia Aloe Amelia Bedilia Unleashed 

Leticia Aloe Amelia Bedilia Road Trip! 

Leticia Aloe Amelia Bedilia Goes Wild! 

Rowen Imus Are you my mother?/ Eres tu mi mama? 

Edwin Konz Dog Man A Tale of Two Kittens 

Samson Christensen The Book With No Pictures 

Sra. Vik A Loud Winter's Nap 

Finley Hoover A Fish Out of Water 

Broxton Nour 7 Ate 9 

Jakob Jal How to Pick Your Dragon 



February Perfect 

Attendance  
 

    Kinder   Kalie Sipma 

    1st Grade   John Nolan   

    2nd Grade   Andrew Miller  

    3rd Grade   Holdon Hilmoe   

    4th Grade   Juan Antonio Bohorquez  

    5th Grade   Jackson Glanville   

 

 103 & 102 had the highest percentages of class attendance! 

FEBRUARY = MONTH OF WONDER 
 

This past February was the month of kindness, so the fifth graders saw the movie Wonder. We asked 
questions about the movie Wonder and how it affected the way we see kindness in our school. We interviewed 
some of the staff and students. 

  
The questions we had were: “How did Wonder inspire you?” “How would you handle a situation like in 

Wonder?”, and “Did you see any improvements in the month of February?” 
 

Our principal said in response to the first question that “kids need reminders to be kind and we are all 
very different”. Our lunch helper also believes that everyone is unique and that we need to be congratulated for 
that. Our counselor said that “Wonder reminded me how powerful kids are and when we make good choices 
we lift each other up by that”. 

  
 For the second question our principal said, “Kids can't learn if they don’t feel safe physically and 

emotionally, so we need to make them feel like they are treated kind”. Our lunch helper said that “everyone 
should treat everyone equally because we aren’t all the same, but we should be kind to one another either 
way.” 
 

  “It’s not because our counselor gave everyone a lesson on kindness, but that we all made a team 
effort,” says Mrs. Vik in response to the third question. Our English teacher says that it shouldn’t just be 
February that we show kindness, that we need to improve every day. Our counselor said that she would like to 
see people doing small acts of kindness every day and to continue doing that every day.  

  
At one point in February, a young kindergartener got a standing ovation in the lunchroom from the 5th 

graders for picking up trash before being told. In the movie Wonder, Auggie says that “Everyone deserves a 
standing ovation at least once in our lives.” This young kindergartener has become a role model for our school 
because of his wondrous actions. His 
parents are very proud because their son was an example for the whole school. Our principal was so proud. 
When we interviewed him the kindergartener also agreed that everyone deserves a standing ovation. 
 
By: Lincoln S, Lucas H, Claire J, Avery A, Carter A and Elise G 
 



Agre, Carter 

Akossi, Precillia 

Akossi, Raelle 

Alarie, Nora 

Aldana-Cortes, Gabriella 

Anderson, Isla 

Arndt, Finley 

Arnott, Joslynn 

Bailey, Ayden 

Barenklau, Rayann 

Baron, Hannah 

Barrera, Monroe 

Bauer, Anna 

Bauer, Julia 

Bauer, Maxwell 

Bauer, Samuel 

Bausch, Jakob 

Bearden, Ruby 

Becker, Andrew 

Becker, Jacob 

Begeman, Mason 

Bengford, Sophia 

Benitez Arends, 

Benitez, Cruz 

Bennett, Javi 

Blauth, Isaiah 

Blauth, Maria 

Boen, Truett 

Boese, Henry 

Boeve, Isabella 

Bohorquez Renteria, 

Bolger, Sullivan 

Boraas Getman, 

Borgum, Jeremiah 

Bosler, Fletcher 

Brockevelt, Emery 

Brockevelt, Leighton 

Broveleit, Meena 

Brown, Jake 

Brunner, Brielle 

Brunz, Samuel 

Buckley, Bausten 

Bukovich, Cora 

Bukovich, Danica 

Burke, Ava 

Butler, Elliot 

Carlson, Lucas 

Christensen, Samson 

Christiansen, Ella 

Cole, Simon 

Conover, Anna 

Conover, Elena 

Cook, David 

Crawford, Charlotte 

Daly, Samantha 

Davis, John 

DeGroot, Samuel 

DeKam, Sienna 

Dengler, Colby 

Donis, Tristan 

Dorman, Hudsyn 

Downey, Griffin 

Dumansky, Andrew 

Dumdei, Ethan 

Dumdei, Zachary 

Dyck, Finley 

Eastman, Mataya 

Eberline, Avalee 

Eidsvoog, Oliver 

Eskam, Caeden 

Estevez-Nei, Luigiano 

Figueroa, Jessica 

Flynn, Mya 

Foster, Naomi 

Gerling, Marlo 

Gilbertson, Jack 

Gillespie, Isabel 

Glanville, Jackson 

Glanville, McKinley 

Goff, Avery 

Gohl, Lauryn 

Gordon, Sophia 

Gray, Connor 

Greene, Kingsley 

Hahn, Caleb 

Harris, Isaac 

Hartmann-Johnson, L Harper 

Herbst, Alice 

Hernandez Ruiz, 

Hiatt, Lucas 

Hilmoe, Holden 

Hilmoe, Loften 

Hogue, Jacob 

Holte, Anders 

Honkomp, Lucas 

Honkomp, Sophia 

Hooker, Madison 

Hoover, Finley 

Huber, Caroline 

Huber, Lauren 

Hutchinson, Connor 

Jal, Jakob 

Jal, Jenna 

Jenkins, Brielle 

Jennings, Dylan 

Jensen, Claire 

Jensen, James 

Jensen, Maddux 

Jepsen, Miya 

Jones, Lily 

Jones, Marshal 

Jones, Owen 

Jorgenson, Jack 

Jorgenson, Jonah 

Kennedy, Ashlyn 

Kenyon, Kyler 

Kiesow Knudsen, 

Kiesow, Henry 

Kiesow, Lillian 

Kiesow-Knudsen, Vivian 

Kirsch, Bergen 

Kirsch, Taryn 

Klaahsen, Noah 

Kleinjan, Evelyn 

Kleinjan, Johanna 

Kleinschmit, Emmett 

Kolbach, Kiana 

Kompelien, Reese 

Konz, Edwin 

Konz, Noah 

Konz, Oliver 

Kool, Paislee 

Krempges, Isaac 

Krempges, Sydney 

Krenik, Maxwell 

Krenik, Samuel 

Kunz, Ingrid 

Lacher, Autumn 

Langdon, Ayva 

Langdon, Brianna 

Larson, Deacon 

Larson, Major 

Lidel, Elizabeth 

Lidel, Lauryn 

Loween, Ashton 

Loween, Austin 

Loween, Jacob 

Lumley, Anah 

Malchow, Cole 

Malchow, Jake 



Malchow, Katie 

Maldonado, Keniel 

Manning, Remi 

Maravel, Evelyn 

Martin, Chase 

Martin, Tate 

Martinez-Wimes, Maliyah 

Matute Gonzalez, 

Mauss, Joseph 

McCall, Aubreigh 

McChesney, Julian 

McClure, Parker 

McMillan, Oliver 

Medema, Evan 

Medema, Fiona 

Mertes, Elizabeth 

Mertes, Emily 

Meyerink, Claire 

Meyerink, Holland 

Meyers, Juliet 

Miller, Andrew 

Minister, Scout 

Minister, Soren 

Moeding, Madelynn 

Muharemovic, Bentlee 

Murray, Emmeline 

Murray, Samuel 

Neiderhiser, Johanna 

Nolan, John 

Nolan, Natalie 

Nour, Brody 

Nour, Broxton 

Olesen, Amelia 

Olesen, Elizabeth 

Parker, Robert 

Pass, Elena 

Pate, John 

Peterson, Molly 

Pfeiffer, Kinsley 

Phillips, Trent 

Poncelet, Aubrey 

Preto, Adriana 

Raph, Maddox 

Raph, Trey 

Rasmussen, Henry 

Rasmussen, Ivan 

Rave, Briar 

Rave, Calla 

Reed, James 

Remme, Addison 

Remme, Dawson 

Reynoza, Robinson 

Rood, Amaya 

Roti, Lura 

Rusk, Cole 

Sage, Emmalyn 

Schempp, Jack 

Schempp, Jaden 

Schmidt, Etta 

Schramm, Spencer 

Schwab, Regan 

Scott, Ashton 

Scott, Boston 

Sieve, Maci 

Sipma, Kaylie 

Sipma, Kelsie 

Slade, Brielle 

Slade, Nolan 

Somerset, Liam 

Sorensen, Lillian 

Sortino, Christopher 

Spanos, Anna 

Spanos, William 

Stahlecker, Raylan 

Stamp, Brady 

Stamp, Tate 

Starks, Everett 

Starks, Wyatt 

Statema, Kenley 

Statema, Lauren 

Statema, Lily 

Stormo, Brayden 

Stormo, Madison 

Streufert, Samuel 

Stroh, Jackson 

Summers, Fletcher 

Termaat, Ella 

Termaat, William 

Theisen, Landon 

Thomas, Elaine 

Thompsen, Thomas 

Thurman, Samuel 

Tinguely, Eleanor 

Torok, Klara 

Turcios, Elijah 

Twa, Alexander 

Twa, Isaac 

Valdez Valdez, 

Valdez, Carlo 

VanBeek, Oliver 

VanderFeen, Hannah 

VanRoekel, Miles 

Van't Hul, 

VanVeldhuizen, Isaac 

VanVeldhuizen, Sasha 

Veeder, Marley 

Veeder, Sloane 

Verdin, Dylan 

Vergara, Sofia 

VoigtHarp, Natalie 

Warden, Ella 

Warden, Lydia 

Weber, Grayson 

Weber, Hudson 

Weber, Kade 

Weber, Wilson 

Wescott, Sky 

White, Ethan 

White, Jaxon 

White, Zoey 

Whiting, Brendan 

Whiting, Cade 

Wilds, Alexander 

Winrow, Madison 

Wrotenbery, Christine 

Yan, Lily 

Zell, William 





We are excited to share our line-up of  summer camp offerings!  
 
Teachers reviewed all of  the suggestions provided by parents, looked 
at their busy summer schedules, and came up with a variety of  fun 
educational experiences to offer our students. Camps range from one-
day to eight-day experiences and vary in time of  day. Please look at 
the schedule carefully. Our teachers couldn't meet every request, but 
they did a fabulous job providing a variety of  learning opportunities 
for your students.  
 
There is no before or after-camp care available, as we were not select-
ed to be a Kids, Inc summer site.  

 

Registration will begin on Monday, March 12th and run through 
April 30th. All camps must be paid for through PayPal or via check 
by April 30th or the student's name will be removed from the list. 
Checks should be made out to Sonia Sotomayor Elementary or SSE 
and can be brought in or mailed to the school office. All camps must 
meet the minimum registration number to be held. 

 

To look at the list of  camps being offered, please go to the following 
link: SNEAK PEAK 

 

Registration information will be sent next week!  Partial or full schol-
arships may be available. Please contact Tracy Vik.  

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-lGtbWXzHNE5wIWuV5IZhu-fn9NCiPVPKLwO5kGQeVo/edit?usp=sharing


Sonia Sotomayor Science Fair Registration  
 

When: Tuesday, April 24 at 6:00-7:30 pm.  

 

Who: Any Sonia Sotomayor Elementary Student in grades K-5 is invited and encouraged to 
enter a science fair project in this year's science fair! Projects may be done individually or in 
groups of 2 students.  Projects are to be done at home by the students.  Please allow your 
child to do the work themselves according to his or her ability level.  We want everyone to 

have fun and learn! A parent's role is to encourage and guide.   

 

Why: To promote the joy of learning about science and to share this information with oth-
ers! 

 

A panel of judges will review the projects.  The judges will help choose the top 3 projects in 
each of the 3 categories by grade level (K-1, 2-3, 4-5).  Additionally, the 3 students judged to 
have the best "experiment" projects will be invited to enter their projects in the Sioux Falls 
Science Showcase on Saturday, May 12 at the Washington Pavilion of Arts and Science! All 

participating students will receive a certificate.   

 

How:  Register at https://goo.gl/forms/YlPwrsZCjBDUDbmH2!  Registrations are due on Fri-
day, April 13.  

 

We will be sharing a science fair planning packet on our website soon.  Please visit so-
tomayor-sfsd.org to learn more.  

https://goo.gl/forms/YlPwrsZCjBDUDbmH2


Impactful Preschool    

 

Preschool is a very impacting grade, as it helps kids understand what they will be doing in 
school and lots more. Our group of 5th Grade reporters have interviewed many Preschoolers, 
Kindergarteners, and past and present preschool teachers for more information on how preschool 
helps the students with further education. The first kid we interviewed was a preschooler at Sonia 
Sotomayor Elementary last year, and he said, “I liked preschool and seeing the school that I am going 
to go to for kindergarten, and I also felt more confident about speaking Spanish now that I am in 
kindergarten.” Then, we interviewed two kids in Kindergarten that didn't go to Preschool the previous 
year and they said, “It was difficult at first, but it got easier.” Then, we stopped by the preschool room 
to interview one of the preschoolers in the second session. She said, 
“There are so many cool things to learn and do.” 
 

There are 2 sessions, the morning session starts at 8:00 a.m. 
and goes until 11:00 a.m. While the afternoon session starts at 11:45 
a.m. and goes until 2:45 p.m., from Monday to Thursday. The principal, 
Tracy Vik said, “To start the Preschool program was a great idea 
because the students would get see the school, and they will be able 
to understand better and speak Spanish easier for Kindergarten. The 
kids also have a good snack provided by the school and they also enjoy dancing, singing and do a lot 
of other fun stuff. All these kids love preschool and what they do”.  
 

Also, we interviewed some Preschool teachers, and they 
said that the kids are a little shy at first, but they get use to speaking 
the new language after some time. They enjoy learning Spanish by 
dancing, singing, and having fun learning. Mrs. Osorio, one of the 
past Preschool teachers, explained that learning in a natural way, 
like dancing and singing will allow the language to stick with the 
children for years to come. The present Preschool teacher Miss 
Parson, loves working with the kids because they have so much 
positive energy, she says that when she teaches she puts all her 
passion and energy so they can learn in a natural way. As you can 

see, going to a preschool helps kids a lot and they can see the school they will go to, while having 
fun.  
 

Authors: James Y., Elise P., Lauryn L., Aubreigh M., Cooper S. and Cora B. 
 



Behind the scenes in the SSE lunchroom 

 
The SSE lunchroom takes many people. We’re going behind the scenes in the SSE lunchroom to find out about these 
helpful people. Some people we interviewed are Mrs. Natasha, the lunch line and Mrs. Janella.  
 
Serving line’s responses: 
What’s your favorite part about working here? 
“Working with the kids and hearing them use their manners, for example; 
when the kids use polite words like, please and thank you.” 
 
How would you describe your emotions when you hear the kids use kind 
manners? 
“I would describe it like, kids are just entering the responsibility hood, when 
kids use kind manners to their elders we feel appreciated and that they 
respect us.” 

 

 
Mrs. Janella’s responses: 
 
What other jobs do you have? 
“Being a mom, it can get stressful at times, getting food, and having 
enough money to care for my children.” 
 
What are some of the hardest things in your job? 
“Getting the kids through the line quickly, so then they can eat faster, and 
other kids can get to their food.” 
 

Can you explain any good things that happen in the lunchroom? 
“On my first day, all kids shouted, “Welcome Mrs. Janella.”” 
 
Mrs. Natascha is always encouraging us to be the best we can. She helps keep the lunchroom in order and in good 
spirits. 
 
This news report was brought to you by; Josephine P., Harmony H., Sasha V., Betsy H., Jade T. and Flora R. 
 



During the week of February 26-March 2, Sonia Sotomayor students celebrated Car-
naval, a week-long festival commonly held in different Spanish-speaking countries 

around the world.  Our teachers integrated cultural lessons into their teaching, and 
the students learned about how Carnaval is celebrated in different countries and re-

gions.   We also hosted a family event on the evening of March 1.  At the family 
event, students performed traditional songs and dances from Spanish-speaking 

countries and showcased carts that they had created for a parade.  Students and 
their families also had the opportunity to play traditional games, decorate masks, 

and sample food commonly served in El Salvador.  On Friday, several classrooms pa-
raded around the school to share their class’s knowledge of Carnaval with oth-
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PARENT ADVOCATES FOR SPANISH IMMERSION 
To advocate and support the Spanish Immersion program in the Sioux Falls Public Schools with the 
primary focus on interns who enhance the language and cultural experience in the classrooms and 

community.

ADVOCATE 
Immersion Research 

21
EARN 
SCRIP
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UPCOMING EVENTS

PASI MEETING

Monday, March 19th 
 7:15 pm Sotomayor Library 

- Middle/High School 
Families Invited. PASI Serves 

K-12 community

         Amazon Smile Email

PASI Officers Wanted: 
Looking for a way to get involved and support the Spanish immersion community? 
PASI is currently seeking people interested in supporting the teachers and students 
in the K-12 program. Here are the openings for the 2018-19 school year. 

-Vice President (3 year term-1 as VP, 1 as President, 1 as President Emeritus) 
-Open Board Members (2 positions, 2 year term) 

-Secretary (2 year term) 

If you are interested in any of the above positions, please send an email to 
pasi_sf@hotmail.com by April 15th.  Include the position you are interested in and 
a 100 word bio/qualifications description to be used in the electronic ballot.  The 
ballot will be emailed to all Spanish Immersion families and voting will be from May 
1st-7th with the announcement of new officers to be made at the May 14th PASI 
meeting. 

These are all important roles and a great way for parents to 
be involved! For more information or questions, please 
email pasi_sf@hotmail.com and you will be contacted by an 
officer. 

Thursday, March 8 

7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Shannon Graber’s House

MS/HS Parent Council

INTERN Update for 2018-19 School Year 
Each year, PASI works closely with Amity Institute to interview and select interns to work with our students in the 
classrooms.  Amity works closely with the Federal Government to secure Visa's for those interns and must follow many 
guidelines for approvals. Annually in December we request the number of interns we would like to have for the 
upcoming school year and then based on the number of Visa's allowed by the US Government those are allocated to 
schools across the US.  For the 2018-19 school year we had requested 13 interns and in early February we were notified 
that we were approved for only 10. This will require a shift in how interns were used in the elementary classrooms at 
Sonia Sotomayor Elementary and that plan is currently being worked on.  We will continue to have one intern at Edison 
to support the middle school classes there.

http://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/refer/l/A1G0V3CAAZORZE
mailto:pasi_sf@hotmail.com
mailto:pasi_sf@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/PASIsf/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRgXecIXk_pHWik8TPeBprhlfcDUR8Pm2EuvGLceWdCNK2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouYHzPCW9cyv7d4BIBvWKNiI=&ver=3
https://www.facebook.com/PASIsf/
https://www.shopwithscrip.com
http://pasi_sf@Hotmail.com
http://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/refer/l/A1G0V3CAAZORZE
mailto:pasi_sf@hotmail.com
mailto:pasi_sf@hotmail.com
https://www.shopwithscrip.com
http://pasi_sf@Hotmail.com
http://www.carla.umn.edu
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRgXecIXk_pHWik8TPeBprhlfcDUR8Pm2EuvGLceWdCNK2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouYHzPCW9cyv7d4BIBvWKNiI=&ver=3
http://www.carla.umn.edu
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Looking for PASI Information?  Maybe previous newsletters or meeting minutes?  Information 
about our interns or SCRIP or the Spanish Immersion directory? 

Make sure that you are checking the PASI website at www.pasisf.org for all of this information and 
more!  It's a great way to stay connected and learn about what is going on at 

all levels of the Spanish immersion program.  

Have questions or ideas for the newsletter?  Please email them to 
pasi_sf@hotmail.com for consideration in an upcoming newsletter! 

Grant Spotlight 

Did you know that your donations to PASI go to support interns and SO much more? 
PASI has a grant process that teachers K-12 can use to request funding for a variety of 

items that support the mission of PASI.  The requests are reviewed on a monthly basis by 
the PASI Board and the staff member is notified of the decision.  

We are excited to share that Sra. Betancur and Sr. Montoya from Edison received funding 
and will be attending a summer workshop at the CARLA Institute in Minneapolis.  

CARLA (Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition) is well known for its 
professional development for immersion teachers.  These two middle school teachers will 

be attending a week-long workshop entitled "Using Technology in Second Language 
Teaching".  During the upcoming school year they will share what they have learned with 

the other immersion teachers. 

PASI is covering the cost of the workshop and hotel stays thanks to your generous 
donations! Thank you teachers for spending some of your summer learning! 

SPANISH IMMERSION DIRECTORY 
Is your family included in the directory? Have you downloaded the FREE app for your iPhone or Android phone to 

easily access it?  If not-what are you waiting for?  
This is a one stop shop that is not public-only those who are IN the directory have access to its contents.  Please help 

us to connect families for playdates, birthday parties, carpooling, etc by including your contact information in the 
directory. To do so, just email your family member names, address, email and contact numbers and a family photo 

(doesn't have to be professional!) to pasi_sf@hotmail.com to be included!  
Once your information is added, download the Instant Church Directory app and enter the email address you used in 

your contact info to gain access to the directory! So easy and convenient-check it out! 

http://www.pasisf.org
mailto:pasi_sf@hotmail.com
mailto:pasi_sf@hotmail.com
mailto:pasi_sf@hotmail.com
http://www.pasisf.org
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